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Recent Statement by Perot . 
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As you may have read in today's news, Perot is indicating to Southeast 
Asian officials and diplomats -- and to press reporters in Vientiane 
that if he is not able to deliver his supply of food, medicines, and gifts 
to U. S. POWs, he may turn it over to North Vietnamese orphans. This 
is not as we were led to understand the "alternative plan" prior to his 
departure. The fall-back position then Avas to turn over the goods to 
South Vietnamese orphans. Of course, it could be that the press has 
inadvertently twisted the story -- but. I doubt that. If Ross is really 
planning now to leave all or part of his materials with Hanoi orphans 
we could suffer considerable undue embarrassment .. . for it would be 
only a matter of days before the Communist propaganda machine would 
turn the gesture into an admission of war crime guilt on our part -- i. e. 
an act of "citizen conscience ... to make amends for America's war of . 
aggression. " 

• • 

We have just sent a CAS back-channel message to Vientiane asking Ross 

* 4 * 

for confirmation of his alternative plan, and explaining the probable 
consequences of the action being reported. 


December 29, 1 969 
9:00 a. m. 

% 

We heard over the weekend that Ross did plan to give the food and gifts to 
North Vietnamese orphans, but now that plan has been overtaken by events 
for the North Vietnamese have steadfastly refused the offer and repeated 
their earlier statement that all "American goods" destined for Hanoi must 
go through Moscow . . . "the normal delivery channel. " 


According to the most recent press reports, Ross is seriously considering 
releasing the goods to the Soviets — something which we have asked him not 
to do,. Henry is quite concerned for if Ross does as Hanoi suggests, the 
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